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David Finckel

Cello
Co-Artistic Director

Co-Artistic Director of CMS since 2004, cellist David Finckel’s dynamic musical career has
included performances on the world’s stages in the roles of recitalist, chamber artist, and
orchestral soloist. The first American student of Mstislav Rostropovich, he joined the Emerson
String Quartet in 1979, and during 34 seasons garnered nine Grammy Awards and the Avery
Fisher Prize. His quartet performances and recordings include quartet cycles of Mozart,
Beethoven, Schubert, Schumann, Mendelssohn, Dvorak, Brahms, Bartok, and Shostakovich, as
well as collaborative masterpieces and commissioned works. In 1997, he and pianist Wu Han
founded ArtistLed, the first internet-based, artist-controlled classical recording label. ArtistLed’s
catalog of more than 20 releases includes the standard literature for cello and piano, plus works
composed for the duo by George Tsontakis, Gabriela Lena Frank, Bruce Adolphe, Lera
Auerbach, Edwin Finckel, Augusta Read Thomas, and Pierre Jalbert. In 2022, Music@Menlo, an
innovative summer chamber music festival in Silicon Valley founded and directed by David and
Wu Han, celebrated its 20th season. As a young student, David was winner of the Philadelphia
Orchestra’s junior and senior divisions, resulting in two performances with the orchestra. Having
taught extensively with the late Isaac Stern in America, Israel, and Japan, he is currently a
professor at both the Juilliard School and Stony Brook University, and oversees both CMS’s
Bowers Program and Music@Menlo’s Chamber Music Institute. David’s 100 online Cello Talks,
lessons on cello technique, are viewed by an international audience of musicians. Along with Wu
Han, he was the recipient of Musical America’s 2012 Musicians of the Year Award. For this
tour, David Finckel’s cello is generously loaned to him by Y. Chen Cellos.
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Wu Qian

Piano

Winner of a 2016 Lincoln Center Emerging Artist Award, as well as classical music’s bright
young star award for 2007 by The Independent, pianist Wu Qian has maintained a busy
international career for over a decade. She has appeared as soloist in many international venues
including the Wigmore, Royal Festival, and Bridgewater halls in the UK, City Hall in Hong
Kong, Amsterdam’s Concertgebouw, and the Kennedy Center in Washington, DC. As a soloist
she has appeared with the Konzerthaus Orchester in Berlin, the Brussels Philharmonic, the
London Mozart Players, I Virtuosi Italiani, the European Union Chamber Orchestra, and the
Munich Symphoniker. She won first prize in the Trio di Trieste Duo Competition and the
Kommerzbank Piano Trio competition in Frankfurt, and has received numerous other awards.
Appearances this season include performances in the UK, Germany, USA, Korea, Australia,
Spain, and The Netherlands and collaborations with Alexander Sitkovetsky, Leticia Moreno,
Cho-Liang Lin, Clive Greensmith, and Wu Han. Her debut recording of Schumann, Liszt, and
Alexander Prior was met with universal critical acclaim. She is a founding member of the
Sitkovetsky Piano Trio with which, in addition to performing in major concert halls and series
around the world, she has released two recordings on the BIS label and also a disc of Brahms and
Schubert on the Wigmore Live Label. Wu Qian an alum of The Bowers Program.
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Kristin Lee
Violin

Kristin Lee is a violinist of remarkable versatility and impeccable technique who enjoys a
vibrant career as a soloist, chamber musician, educator, and artistic director. As a soloist, Lee has
appeared with leading orchestras including the Philadelphia Orchestra, St. Louis Symphony, St.
Paul Chamber Orchestra, New Jersey Symphony, Hawai’i Symphony, Hong Kong Philharmonic,
Ural Philharmonic of Russia, Korean Broadcasting Symphony, Guiyang Symphony Orchestra of
China, and Orquesta Sinfonica Nacional of the Dominican Republic. She has performed on the
world’s finest concert stages, including those of Carnegie Hall, Avery Fisher Hall, the Kennedy
Center, Kimmel Center, the Metropolitan Museum of Art, the Ravinia Festival, the Louvre
Museum, the Phillips Collection, and Korea’s Kumho Art Gallery. In addition to her prolific
performance career, Lee is on the faculty of the University of Cincinnati College-Conservatory
of Music as Assistant Professor of Violin, and she is also the Founding Artistic Director of
Emerald City Music (ECM). Her honors include an Avery Fisher Career Grant, top prizes in the
Walter W. Naumburg Competition and the Astral Artists National Auditions, and awards from
the Trondheim Chamber Music Competition, the Trio di Trieste Premio International
Competition, the SYLFF Fellowship, the Dorothy DeLay Scholarship, the Aspen Music
Festival’s Violin Competition, the New Jersey Young Artists’ Competition, and the Salon de
Virtuosi Scholarship Foundation. Lee’s violin was crafted in Naples in 1759 by Gennaro
Gagliano and is generously loaned to her by Paul and Linda Gridley.
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Milena Pajaro-van de Stadt
Viola

Violist Milena Pajaro-van de Stadt has established herself as one of the most sought-after
violists of her generation. In addition to appearing as soloist with the Tokyo Philharmonic, the
Jacksonville Symphony, and the Sphinx Chamber Orchestra, she has performed in recitals and
chamber-music concerts throughout the United States, Latin America, Europe, and Asia,
including an acclaimed 2011 debut recital at London’s Wigmore Hall. She was the founding
violist of the Dover Quartet, and played in the group from 2008 to 2022. In 2013 the Dover
Quartet was the first-prize winner and recipient of every special award at the Banff International
String Quartet Competition, and won the gold medal and grand prize in the 2010 Fischoff
Chamber Music Competition. Her numerous awards also include first prize of the Lionel Tertis
International Viola Competition and top prizes at the Sphinx Competition and Tokyo
International Viola Competition. While in the Dover Quartet, she was on faculty at Curtis
Institute of Music and Northwestern University’s Bienen School of Music, and a part of the
Quartet in Residence of the Kennedy Center in Washington, DC. A violin student of Sergiu
Schwartz and Melissa Pierson-Barrett for several years, she began studying viola with Michael
Klotz at the Bowdoin International Music Festival in 2005. P4jaro-van de Stadt graduated from
the Curtis Institute of Music, where she studied with Roberto Diaz, Michael Tree, Misha Amory,
and Joseph de Pasquale. She then received her master’s degree at Rice University’s Shepherd
School of Music, as a student of James Dunham.
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Tommaso Lonquich
Clarinet

Italian clarinetist Tommaso Lonquich enjoys a distinguished international career, having
performed on the most prestigious stages of four continents. Praised by reviewers for his
“passion, sumptuous tone, magical finesse, and dazzling virtuosity,” he is Solo Clarinetist with
Ensemble MidtVest, the acclaimed chamber ensemble based in Denmark. As a chamber
musician, he has partnered with Christian Tetzlaff, Pekka Kuusisto, Carolin Widmann, Ani and
Ida Kavafian, Nicolas Dautricourt, David Shifrin, David Finckel, Nicolas Altstaedt, Wu Han,
Gilbert Kalish, Anneleen Lenaerts, Yura Lee, Gilles Vonsattel, and the Danish and Vertavo
string quartets. As a guest principal in several orchestras, he has collaborated with conductors
including Zubin Mehta, Vladimir Ashkenazy, Fabio Luisi, and Leonard Slatkin. As a soloist, he
has appeared with the Radio Television Orchestra of Slovenia, Orchestra Canova, and the
Orchestra del Teatro Olimpico of Vicenza, among others. He is Founder and Co-Artistic Director
of Schackenborg Musikfest, a summer festival set in a royal castle in Denmark. He has
conceived several collaborative performances with dancers, actors, and visual artists and has
been particularly active in improvisation, leading workshops at the Juilliard School. He has given
master classes at the Manhattan School of Music, the Royal Danish Academy, and the Royal
Welsh College of Music. Lonquich can be heard on more than twenty albums and is an alum of
CMS’s Bowers Program. Alongside his artistic career, he is a practicing psychoanalyst and co-
founder of the International Center for Lacanian Psychoanalysis in Ljubljana, Slovenia.
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Radovan Vlatkovi¢é
Horn

Radovan Vlatkovié¢ has performed extensively around the globe and popularized the horn as a
recording artist and teacher. He is the winner of numerous competitions, including the Premio
Ancona in 1979 and the ARD Competition in 1983. He has premiered works by Elliott Carter,
Sofia Gubaidulina, Heinz Holliger, and several Croatian composers; he premiered Penderecki’s
horn concerto, Winterreise, in Bremen, Germany, in 2008 with the composer as conductor. As a
chamber musician, he has performed at Gidon Kremer’s Lockenhaus, Svyatoslav Richter’s
December Evenings in Moscow, and Andras Schiff’s Mondsee; as well as the Marlboro Festival,
Prussia Cove, and the Casals Festival. He has appeared as soloist with many orchestras, such as
the Bavarian Symphony Orchestra, Stuttgart Radio Orchestra, Deutsches SymphonieOrchester,
Mozarteum Orchestra, Santa Cecilia Orchestra Rome, Melbourne Orchestra, the NHK Orchestra
in Tokyo, and the Scottish Chamber Orchestra. The recipient of several German Record Critics
Awards, he has recorded Mozart and Strauss concertos with the English Chamber Orchestra and
Jeffrey Tate for EMI; two-horn concertos by Leopold Mozart and Johann Friedrich Fasch with
Hermann Baumann and Academy of Saint Martin in the Fields; and the Britten Serenade for tenor,
horn, and strings with the Oriol Ensemble in Berlin. Vlatkovic is on the faculty of the Mozarteum
Salzburg, Hochschule Ziirich, and holds the Can6n horn chair at the Queen Sofia School in Madrid.
He recently became an Honorary Member of the Royal Academy of Music.
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